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KEW MINIMUM WAGE ORDER FOR SUGAR INDUSTRY IN PUERTO RICO PROPOSED BY MCCOIffi 

Notice of his intention to adopt a new wage order under tho Fair Labor 

Standards Act establishing a minimum ra-fce of 40 cents an hour for tho Sugar Manu

facturing Industry in Puor-ha Rioo was announced today by Y/m. R. McComb, Adminis

trator of tho Wago and Hour and Public Contracts Divisions, U, S. Dopar-fcmont of 

Labor, 

Approximatoly 20,000 employees aro engaged in the industry, now subjeot 

to a -wtxge ordor providing a 35-oents-an-hour minimum. 

Text of McComb's proposed wage order is publishod in the Foderal Rogist

or today. Copies of the findings and opinion upon -which it is based are available 

on roquost to tho Divisions, Intorostod parties are givon 15 days in which to 

file exceptions and supporting reasons, in quadruplicato, -with tbe Administrator, 

in Washington, D,C, 

, Announcement by tho Adninistrator today follows a publio hearing at 

-which interested parties -wore afforded an opportunity to oxpross thoir viows on 

the reoommondations of a tri-partito industry oonmittoo whioh studied oonditions 

in the industry last summer. Under a spocial provision in tho Wago and Hour Law, 

it has boen possiblo to ostablish minimun -rage ratos for Puerto Rioan Industrie? 

lowor than tho 40-oonts-an-hour sta-fcutory minimum whioh has pro-vailed for the 

oontinontal Unitod Statos sinoo Octobor 24, 1945, 

Tho proposod offoetive date in tho wago ordor announoed today is 

July 19. At tho o:!q)iration of tho 15-day poriod of notico bogun today, tho 

Administrator will give notico of his final aotion, 
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